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In light of the importance of our fisheries 
relationship with the Russian Federation, I 
urge that the Congress give favorable consid-
eration to this Agreement at an early date. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
January 15, 2009. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Malta-United States Taxation 
Convention 
January 15, 2009 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith, for Senate advice and 

consent to ratification, the Convention Be-
tween the Government of the United States 
of America and the Government of Malta for 
the Avoidance of Double Taxation and the 
Prevention of Fiscal Evasion With Respect 
to Taxes on Income, signed on August 8, 
2008, at Valletta (the ‘‘proposed Conven-
tion’’). I also transmit for the information of 
the Senate the report of the Department of 
State, which includes an Overview of the pro-
posed Convention. 

The proposed Convention provides for re-
duced withholding rates on cross-border pay-
ments of dividends, interest, royalties, and 
other income. The proposed Convention 
contains a restrictive provision designed to 
prevent ‘‘treaty shopping,’’ which is the inap-
propriate use of a tax treaty by third-country 
residents. The proposed Convention also 
provides for the exchange of information be-
tween the competent authorities to facilitate 
the administration of each country’s tax laws. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the proposed 
Convention and give its advice and consent 
to ratification. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
January 15, 2009. 

Farewell Address to the Nation 
January 15, 2009 

Thank you. Fellow citizens: For 8 years, 
it has been my honor to serve as your Presi-

dent. The first decade of this new century 
has been a period of consequence, a time 
set apart. Tonight, with a thankful heart, I 
have asked for a final opportunity to share 
some thoughts on the journey that we have 
traveled together and the future of our Na-
tion. 

Five days from now, the world will witness 
the vitality of American democracy. In a tra-
dition dating back to our founding, the Presi-
dency will pass to a successor chosen by you, 
the American people. Standing on the steps 
of the Capitol will be a man whose history 
reflects the enduring promise of our land. 
This is a moment of hope and pride for our 
whole Nation. And I join all Americans in 
offering best wishes to President-elect 
Obama, his wife Michelle, and their two 
beautiful girls. 

Tonight I am filled with gratitude to Vice 
President Cheney and members of my ad-
ministration; to Laura, who brought joy to 
this house and love to my life; to our wonder-
ful daughters, Barbara and Jenna; to my par-
ents, whose examples have provided strength 
for a lifetime. And above all, I thank the 
American people for the trust you have given 
me. I thank you for the prayers that have 
lifted my spirits. And I thank you for the 
countless acts of courage, generosity, and 
grace that I have witnessed these past 8 
years. 

This evening my thoughts return to the 
first night I addressed you from this house, 
September the 11th, 2001. That morning, 
terrorists took nearly 3,000 lives in the worst 
attack on America since Pearl Harbor. I re-
member standing in the rubble of the World 
Trade Center 3 days later, surrounded by 
rescuers who had been working around the 
clock. I remember talking to brave souls who 
charged through smoke-filled corridors at the 
Pentagon and to husbands and wives whose 
loved ones became heroes aboard Flight 93. 
I remember Arlene Howard, who gave me 
her fallen son’s police shield as a reminder 
of all that was lost. And I still carry his badge. 

As the years passed, most Americans were 
able to return to life much as it had been 
before 9/11. But I never did. Every morning, 
I received a briefing on the threats to our 
Nation. I vowed to do everything in my 
power to keep us safe. 
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